Charlie Keadle passed away peacefully in his sleep early Monday morning, May 4. 
Charles Richard Keadle was born in Williamson WV the son of Mingo and Athlene Keadle who lived on Dickenson Street. He was the youngest of three. He had an older brother, George, and an older sister Ruth. Ruth died from polio as a young girl. 

His father was among the youngest of a large family and most of his aunts and uncles had their own families and lived in town. His grandfather had been the first Sherriff of Mingo County and his father was the first child born in that county. His father served in WWI, his brother in WWII.

As a junior and senior in high school, he attended Castle Heights Military Academy in Lebanon TN. There, he was a champion marksman and was a member of the swim team. After graduation, he returned to Williamson and got a job working for Price Motor Company, the local Chevrolet dealership. He attended West Virginia University briefly and then moved to Flint MI to attend General Motors Technical Institute where he became a certified, factory trained mechanic.  
In 1952 he was drafted into the US Army. He was trained at Ft. Lewis in Tacoma WA and went to Korea as a mechanic in the 568th Infantry Heavy Motor fleet.

When he returned to Williamson, he married Virginia Perry. They lived in town while Charlie returned to work at Price Motor Company. Charlie applied for and was admitted to the Art School Institute in Los Angeles CA. He moved to Los Angeles with his new wife and he attended classes and worked at a local Chevrolet dealership. There, in August 1956, their first son was born, Steven. 

After completing his training at ASI, Charles took a job with General Electric, in Cincinnati OH, working as a draftsman on GE’s nuclear powered airplane project. In March of 1960, the family grew again with the birth of his second son, John.
When the Nuclear Airplane project ended, Charlie moved to Wilson NC and opened a graphics design studio. Shortly after that, in 1962 he left his studio to take a full time position with one of his former clients, Payne and Associates, a manufacturer of flight vests and life rafts for the US Air Force that operated a in small facility at the corner of Airport Road and Highway 70 just outside of Raleigh NC. The family moved to Ralph Drive in Cary.

In 1969, he began to work for the Environmental Protection Agency in their “Camelot” building in Research Triangle Park. He married his second wife, Betty Jo Mitchell in November 1976. The couple bought the house on Brunswick Place that year. Here, the couple lived with a number of cat and dogs. As a gifted mechanic, Charlie often worked on cars for friends and family eventually taking the name of “Charlie’s Half-Fast Garage.” At one point he began to specialize in the restoration of Austin Healy 2000s and he attracted collectors nationwide for his ability to restore these classic roadsters.
By the mid-1980’s Charlie was able to retire with a government pension and he worked for a while as contract illustrator for a patent attorney in Durham. Later, he would take a job as an auto safety inspector at Quality Inspection in Cary and as auto parts delivery man for Advance Auto Part on Kildaire Farm Road.

He and Betty Jo visited Westwood Baptist Church on several occasions but she began to suffer dementia in the late 1990’s and eventually died from complications with Alzheimer’s disease in March of 2002.

Charlie was a member of the Masonic Lodge in Cary attaining their highest rank and was a founding member of the Amran Shrine temple in Raleigh. He was a member of the Cary American Legion and the National Rifle Association. In December of 2006, he joined Westwood Baptist Church. Within the next two weeks, he was diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer.
